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and satirists.    It is almost impossible to discover any test
which is satisfactory, and the test which is  actually
applied by society is known to be unsatisfactory in the
extreme.    The good man of society is simply the man
who keeps to the prescribed routine of what is commonly
considered to be duty; the bad man he who deserts it.    In
order to arrive at this view men start from a proposition
which is true, but they make the mistake of assuming the
converse proposition to be true.    It is true that the good
man does good deeds, but it is not necessarily true that
he who does good deeds is a good man.    Selfish prudence
dictates a virtuous course of action almost as imperatively
as virtue itself;  on the other hand, bad deeds may be
caused by bad teaching, bad example or the pressure of
necessity, not less than by a vicious disposition.    And
Christ showed throughout his life a remarkably strong
conviction of this.    lie found society in Palestine in an
especial  degree wedded to the  conventional standard.
He found one class regarded with the most excessive
reverence for their minute observance of proprieties, while
those who sinned fell under a pitiless excommunication.
But the winnowings of this social fan did not satisfy him.
He was persuaded that it winnowed away much that was
valuable, and he  occupied himself with rescuing the
outcasts who had been thus hastily rejected; much, on
the other hand, which society stored up in its garner
he vehemently pronounced to be chaff.   What standard
then did he substitute in. the place of this conventional
one   which   he   repudiated?    The   society  which   he
formed was recruited from all classes; no one was re-
pelled oia account of his past life; publicans and prosti-
tutes were freely admitted into it, and men of blameless

